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him fa godless Samoan/ On Damood Island, between Australia and New Guinea, Jukes could find no 'traces of any religious belief or observance/ Duradawan, a sepoy, who lived some time with the Andaman Islanders, maintained that they had no religion, and Dr Mouatt believes his statements to be correct Some of the Australian tribes, also, are said to have no religion. In the Pellew Islands Wilson found no religious buildings, nor any sign of religion. Mr Wallace, who had excellent opportunities for judging, and whose merits as an observer no one can question, tells us that, among the people of Wanumbai, in the Aru Islands, he could find no trace of a religion ; adding, however, that he was but a short time among them."
It is very strange that Sir John should continue through three editions of his work to represent the Samoan Islanders as destitute of religious beliefs. Williams, in the passage quoted, says nothing of the kind, but, what is very different indeed, that they were considered impious and called godless by their neighbours, because they did not worship in the same manner as they did. They were called te godless " by the people of Rarotonga, just as the early Christians were called godless by the pagan Romans. Williams merely cites the Raro-tongan proverb, but Sir John asks us to endorse it* That is impossible, especially since the Rev,